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descended on the shrunken kingdom. In that year,
after a terrible siege, Nineveh was destroyed and the
last Assyrian king Sin-shar-ishkun perished in the
flames of his burning palace with his courtiers
and slaves. And thus ended the story of a city that
had decreed the death and destruction of endless towns
in course of its own existence, and of a dynasty the
like of which the history of man has never known.
No country ever produced a succession of conquerors
at once so powerful, so ambitious, so ruthless and so
many. But its end was of a piece with its character.
Assyrian Civilization.
The empire was a military organization and its
emperors were sworn militarists. Strength of its
armies was its passion, enslavement of nations its
ambition. The hardy farmers of the Assyrian up-
lands were welded into a nation of ruthless fighters
and the state was organized on a footing of constant
warfare. The military science was developed to an
extent no former state organization in history had
reached and the art of laying siege was perfected.
The horse and the bowmen played their role as never
before. Resistance was crushed with relentless cruelty.
Flaring alive and burning at stake of the war victims,
mainly the chiefs, who were yoked to triumphal cha-
riots, became common. The storming of a city meant,
on its capitulation, a ruthless sack, putting the citi-
zens to sword, even children not spared sometimes,
razing it completely to the ground, carrying away
its gods, depopulating entire districts and provinces,
rehabilitating them \*ith alien peoples being some of
those characteristics which are reminiscent today of
the Assyrians. Their ruthlessness, strength of body
and organization of military state left such indelible
impressions that literatures of nations are replete with
references to them. Even the distant Indian literature
was affected by the memory and the word Asura,
formed albeit from asavah, pmnah, i. e. vitals, came